PRESBYTERY FOR SOUTHERN NEW JERSEY
BYLAWS
ADOPTED March 16, 2021
(Includes Amendments through November 16, 2021)

 100	RELATION TO THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.)

110	The Presbytery For Southern New Jersey is the corporate expression of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) consisting of all the churches and Teaching Elders located in Atlantic, Burlington, Camden, Cape May, Cumberland, Gloucester, Salem Counties and the southern portion of Ocean County (geographically, south of Lacey Township) including Barnegat and Tuckerton.

120	This presbytery shall be governed in accordance with the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

200	PRESBYTERY MEETINGS

210	Meetings shall be held in accordance with the Book of Order (G-3.0304) and the Standing Rules.

220	Meetings shall be opened and closed with prayer (G-3.0105).

230	The most recent edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall be observed as the rules governing the parliamentary procedures of The Presbytery For Southern New Jersey except when it contradicts the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  Presbytery may also make use of processes of discernment in its deliberations prior to a vote as agreed upon by the body (G-3.0105).

240	The Presbytery may meet by electronic means if all members have reasonable notice of the electronic meeting and the ability to discuss and vote on business items.  Rules for the conduct of such meetings shall be included in the Administrative Manual.

250	The quorum for stated meetings is ten ministers (also known as teaching elders) who are members of the presbytery and at least one ruling elder from ten different congregations of the Presbytery.

260	The quorum for special meetings is three ministers (also known as teaching elders), who are members of the presbytery, and at least one ruling elder from three different congregations of the Presbytery.

300	MEMBERSHIP

310	All teaching elders shall be enrolled by Presbytery in accordance with the Book of Order.  The categories of membership shall be: Engaged in a validated ministry; Member-at-large; Honorably Retired (G-2.0503).  Determination of classification shall be made on behalf of the Presbytery by the Commission on Ministry in consultation with the Stated Clerk.

320	Ruling elder commissioners elected by each Session are members and have the same rights as teaching elder members.  When electing commissioners, churches should take into consideration the need for representation of racial/ethnic minorities, women, and varying age groups.

330	Each ruling elder who is elected Moderator, Moderator-Elect, an officer, a chairperson of a standing commission or committee, or a member of the Council of Presbytery shall be enrolled as a member of the Presbytery for the term of office, whether or not they are commissioned by their Session.  All such ruling elder members shall be counted within the parity report of the Stated Clerk.

340	Every past ruling elder moderator and ruling elder stated clerk shall be enrolled as a member of the Presbytery, whether or not commissioned by their Session.  Enrollment shall continue as long as the ruling elder is a member of a constituent church of the Presbytery and shall be counted within the parity report of the Stated Clerk.

350	Commissioned pastors, also known as commissioned ruling elders, shall be enrolled as members of Presbytery for the term of their service and shall be counted as ruling elder commissioners within the parity report of the Stated Clerk.

360	Certified Christian Educators and Certified Associate Christian Educators serving under the jurisdiction of the Presbytery are entitled to the privilege of the floor with voice at all Presbytery meetings, but only Certified Christian Educators who are ruling elders may have the privilege of voice and vote at all its meetings.

370	Per New Jersey law, only members aged 18 and older can vote on corporate matters.





400	PRESBYTERY OFFICERS

410	The ecclesiastical officers shall be: The Moderator, the Moderator-Elect, and the Stated Clerk.

420	The corporate officers shall be: The President of the Board of Trustees, the Vice President, the Stated Clerk, and the Executive Presbyter.

500	BOARD OF TRUSTEES

510	The membership of the Presbytery Council shall constitute the membership of the Board of Trustees of the Corporation.

600	ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

610	The Administrative Staff shall be the Executive Presbyter and such administrative support personnel as the Presbytery shall determine is necessary.

700	PRESBYTERY LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

710	There shall be a Presbytery Council for the coordination of mission and program.

800	PRESBYTERY COMMISSIONS, COMMITTEES, TASK FORCES AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

810	The Presbytery shall organize itself for its work through committees and commissions required by the Book of Order, and other committees, task forces and commissions.

820	All committees, task forces and commissions shall be constituted in accordance with the Book of Order and the Standing Rules and policies of Presbytery.

830	Committees and Commissions required by the Book of Order:

831	Permanent Judicial Commission

832	Committee on Representation

840	Standing Committees and Commissions to fulfill functions designated in the Book of Order.

841	Other standing commissions and committees shall be established to fulfill the following functions:

8411	“Serve as pastor, counselor, and advisor to its Ministers of the Word and Sacrament and congregations” in accordance with G-3.0307 of the Book of Order.

8412	“Facilitate the Presbytery’s oversight of inquirers and candidates” in accordance with G-3.0307 of the Book of Order.

842	Other Standing Committees and Commissions shall be organized in the areas of:

8421 	Mission

8422	Finance

8423	Personnel

8424	Nominating

850	Task Forces

860	Other Organizations:

861	Presbyterian Women

870	Committee and Commission Membership and Duties shall be governed by the Standing Rules of the Presbytery For Southern New Jersey.

900	AMENDMENTS

910	These Bylaws shall govern the work of the Presbytery For Southern New Jersey and may be amended only through the following procedure:

920	Proposed amendments may be submitted only by Presbytery members as defined in Section 300.  Written notification and the proposed new language for the Bylaws must be received by the Stated Clerk at least ten days prior to the meeting of Presbytery at which the amendment is to be received as a first reading.

930	The Stated Clerk shall include the proposed amendment to the Bylaws in the written materials sent to each commissioner prior to the Presbytery meetings at which the amendment is to be received for first reading and for final vote.

940	The final vote on the proposed amendment shall be at the next stated meeting after the first reading.

950	A two-thirds majority of all votes cast is required for adoption.

